54                               LORD ODO RUSSELL

To Lord Granville. Secret. 12 September
"... I believe that Prince Bismarck originally intended to form
an alliance with Austria without Russia for the protection of
German interests only, and at the same time to liberate the new
German Empire from the protectorate the Czar has ever sought
to impose upon the King of Prussia.

Prince Gorchakov, seeing the danger to which an Austro-
German alliance and the consequent isolation of Russia with no
ally but bleeding France exposed his country, persuaded his
august master to travel five days and nights from the Crimea to
Berlin, with those members of his family whose French sym-
pathies were suspicious to Germany, in order to neutralize the
exclusive character of the Austro-German meeting, and assert
by his presence and that of his heir the traditional protectorate
of Russia over Prussia.

The Emperor William, having accepted the Czar's unexpected
and self-invited co-operation, Prince Bismarck was obliged to
make the best of an unsought-for and unavoidable combination
which his fertile imagination and boundless resources will readily
turn to Germany's advantage.

Count Andrassy will feel the failure of his fondest hopes. A
German alliance was to give strength and independence to his
country. Austria, backed by invincible Germany, would be
strong against her enemies at home and independent of her
enemies beyond the Danube. But with France crushed and
England neutral a Russo-German protectorate may gradually
convert her to a vassal of both.. . .*'

Lord Odo Russell was not in error in thinking that nothing
definite had been signed. The new situation in Europe was not
yet sufficiently crystallized for a solid grouping of the Powers
yet to be possible. He was right when he said that the original
intention not to include Russia had been frustrated by her natural
desire not to be excluded from any possible agreement between
the Central Powers; but was it not Andrassy who exploited the
meeting to Austria's advantage? Nothing, as Lord Odo Russell
pointed out, could be less enviable than her position if Germany
and Russia chose to put her in a subordinate place, but the
British Ambassador seems to have failed to take into account in
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